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Joshua 1:10-18 No: 16 Week:321 Tuesday 27/09/11

Prayers
Opening prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, may Your wisdom be my guide as I think about what I do today; may Your Light be my
guide as I seek to discern Our Word to me; and may Your love be my inspiration as I go about my daily work.
I long to know Your presence  ever closer each day, and live in obedience to Your Word and Your counsel to
me in every detail of my daily living; all praise to You Lord Jesus Christ:   AMEN

Prayer Suggestions

General theme for the week:  action

1. For yourself
Pray about the work or leisure ahead of you this day.  Ask the Lord to raise your awareness of
any evil that may creep into your daily routine

2. For your friends and family
Pray for those you love and for the daily work they do and the life they lead.  Pray against any
‘works of the enemy’, which disrupt their lives

3. For the church and its work
Pray for the work of your church in the local neighbourhood.  Ask the Lord to guide what is done
and bless the effort that is put in

4. For your neighbourhood, your country and the world (News)
Pray for the world and the talk of recession in the economies of major world nations.  Pray that
politicians will learn the simple lesson that unless they legislate to protect citizens from the
greed of a few, then more and more people will suffer for the excesses of a few.

Meditation

Let us truly honour God, and respect each other, always.

Let us give Him thanks for the privileges of our salvation
Let us offer Him all of our lives, without argument or deviation
Let us love everyone He has placed us with, unquestionably
Let us give time, each day, to study and read His Word
Let us support the church, God’s people, in good times and ill
Let us do all in our power to assist the poor as Christ would do
Let us donate our wealth and assets to His work and service
Let us spend time each day to talk with the Lord through prayer
Let us take every opportunity to speak to others about Jesus
Let us show love and care for others, in every way open to us

Let us truly honour God, and respect each other, always.

Bible Study
Bible passage – Joshua 1:10-18

10 Joshua commanded the officers of the people,
11 ‘Go through the camp and instruct the people:
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“Prepare your supplies; for in three days you are to cross over the Jordan,
march in, and take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you
to possess.”’

12 Joshua then said to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,
13 ‘Remember what Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you when he said,

“The LORD your God will give you this land in which to settle.”
14 Your wives, your children, and your livestock will stay in the land Moses gave you
here on this side of the Jordan; but all your fighting men must cross over fully armed
ahead of your brothers, and you will help them 15 until the LORD settles your kindred as
well as to you, and they too take possession of the land the LORD your God is giving
them. After this you may return to your own land and occupy it, the land that Moses
the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan to the east.’

16 They said to Joshua:

‘We will do all you have commanded us, and we will go wherever you send us; 17 and
we will obey you just as we obeyed Moses in everything, only may the LORD your God
be with you as he was with Moses! 18 If anyone rebels against your orders and does not
obey your orders, whatever you command, will be put to death. Only be strong and
very courageous.’

Review

We are about to read the great story of Israel’s capture of the Promised Land, with the famous story of the
defeat of Jericho and the spiritual as well as physical battles Joshua fought to enable God’s people to take
possession of the land He had prepared for them.  It seems odd therefore, that we are suddenly presented
with what appears like a technicality!  Our passage today refers to a little known feature of the occupation,
concerning land taken by the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh on the east of the Jordan, and not to the
west in the region of land originally promised to Abraham (see Gen. 13).

Tribes outside the Promised Land! Our passage refers back to Numbers 32 to 34, where the leaders of
the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh decide that they would prefer to settle in the land on the east of the
Jordan before the formal occupation took place. Note that Manasseh is called a ‘half-tribe’ (1:12) because
their ancestor was one of the two sons of Joseph; and although Joseph was not named as a tribe, his sons
Ephraim and Manasseh were named as half tribes.  This incident nearly caused civil war within Israel at the
time, because the other tribes of Israel thought that Reuben, Gad and Manasseh were attempting to break
up the unity of God’s people.

The story in Numbers 32 to 34 is fascinating because it took a great deal of diplomacy on the part of Moses
and Aaron, and some hard bargaining, to establish the principles by which these three tribes would stay
within the Israelite ‘federation’ despite their demand for land outside the formal ‘Promised Land’.  Part of the
agreement arranged was that when the Jordan was to be crossed, the fighting men of these tribes,
numbering around a quarter of Israel’s fighting force, would stay with the Israelite army, crossing the Jordan
in full battle dress.  This would signify their intent to help their brothers take the Promised Land in full before
returning to their preferred lands, formally negotiated to the east of the Jordan.

Once we have checked out the story in Numbers in this way, we gain our bearings for what is said in this
passage; but why does the writer of this history of Israel feel it necessary to include this part of the story? It
is of course interesting, but what significance does it have for the story of the occupation as a whole, and
why is it given such prominence? There are two things which come from these questions, and they are
genuinely important, both for the people of Israel, and for our understanding of how God works with His
people.

How important is the unity of God’s people? Firstly, the unity of God’s people has always been a matter
of the greatest importance.  Indeed, the more we study the Bible, the more we will discover that this theme
arises time and time again.  It was completely anathema to Moses and to the majority of God’s people that
they should be divided, especially when facing important work to do (in this case, the taking of the Promised
Land).  Clearly, however, the leaders of the tribes of Rueben, Gad and Manasseh, were quite prepared to
stretch the fellowship of Israel to the limit to get what they wanted, and we will find that their separation from
the rest of Israel causes more trouble later on (see Joshua 22). Amidst the encouragement to be bold and
strong (1:18), this story tells us the Joshua had to watch carefully for the unity of God’s people.  If he took his
eye off this issue for one second, the potential divisions of Israel would be catastrophic.
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Turning potential weakness into strength Secondly, this story about Reuben, Gad and Manasseh
reminds us that God is willing and prepared to sustain the greater plan for His people despite all the
problems created on the way.  Joshua, having been given the divine commission to enter the Promised Land
and complete God’s covenant purposes for Israel, focuses his attention immediately to the greatest potential
source of trouble, and faces it head on, and by requiring the warriors of the dissenting tribes to parade their
intent (1:14), turns the problem into a show of strength.  In return, the warriors of Reuben, Gad and
Manasseh demand that Joshua be as strong and resolute as Moses; they will not take orders from a wimp or
a shadow of a former leader, and make it clear that they will only take orders from one who is ruthless in
judgement and ability to command (1:16f.).  Notice that it is they who repeat the words we heard twice in
God’s previous blessing of Joshua; ‘only be strong and very courageous.’  (1:6,9,18).

It does not take much for us to spot the important spiritual consequences of this text.  The unity of God’s
people remains deeply important to our Lord, and He longs for our weaknesses in such matters to be turned
into strength.  There is no way that we can escape the continual calls within scripture for all God’s people to
openly accept and work for their visible unity.  God is One, and that is His glory; can we catch the vision?

Discipleship

Questions for groups

1. Read Numbers 32 – 34  which explain the background and discuss whether you believe the three
tribes mentioned wanted to be a part of Israel or not.

2. What does this passage say to us about Christian unity today, if anything?

3. How can we turn our problems into solutions, and our disasters into victories?  Share stories which
illustrate this.

Discipleship challenges

 Pray for all those who find it hard to accept the unity of God’s people, and only see the church in
terms of those who agree with them in their understanding of spiritual matters.  Continue to pray that
we will see the day when God’s people witness together to their Lord and their God.

 What spiritual battles need to be fought by God’s people today?  Talk about this with others and pray
with them about how this can be done in today’s complex world.

Final Prayer
Lord God, stir your people into action by the power of Your Holy Spirit, we pray.  Even if we do not
understand what You are doing in our midst, take us step by step through the work You would have us do for
You in this world, so that we may be encouraged by the results of our obedience and Your faithfulness.
Thank You, Lord God, AMEN
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